Ig6         REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
With the exception of skirmishing, and irregular artillery firing, the day passed quietly until Gen eral Sickles moved his Corps from its position in the general line of battle to the Emmettsburg road. By this movement he lost connection on both flanks. The flank next to the Second Corps was distant several hundred yards, and General Gibbon placed Huston's Eighty-Second New York and Ward's Fifteenth Massachusetts regiments, with Brown's Rhode Island battery, into the interval, the troops so placed being directly in front of Gibbon's divi* sion and masking its fire. The position of the battery, in particular, was faulty. The successful attack of the enemy on Sickies's line led to an immediate demand for reinforcements, Caldwell's division going to report to General Sykes, commanding the Fifth Corps; Willard's brigade to the support of Birney's division, Third Corps; and Devereux's Nineteenth Massachusetts and Mellon's Forty-second New York to the support of Humphreys. At this juncture General Hancock was informed by General Meade that General Sickles was disabled, and was instructed to take command of the Third Corps, in addition to his own. Gibbon again succeeded to the immediate command of the Second Corps. General Hancock led in person the brigade intended for General Birney towards the leftd down the line, leading it
